
 

 

 
 

Powering up Belfast 
Work on Prestons Road 
 

What are you doing on Prestons Road? 
Orion are installing a new 66kV cable from the Marshland Substation on Prestons Road to a new substation 
on Blakes Road. The works on Prestons Road are an important part of this project to increase the capacity 
and resilience of the local electricity network. 

When are you doing the works? 
The works around the Prestons Road and Marshland Road intersection will be done in three stages: 

1. Excavation of the trench on Marshland Road 
2. Excavation of the trench from the substation to Prestons Road 
3. Excavation of the trench along Prestons Road 

The works on Marshland Road and at the substation (1 and 2 above) will start in mid-June.  The work on 
Prestons Road will start on the 28 June, and traffic management on Prestons Road will be in place from 
6.00am that morning.  The works are expected to take up to six weeks.   

Why are you making Prestons Road one-way? 
The new 66kV cable is being installed in the road and we can’t safely maintain two-way traffic past the 
worksite.  We need to temporarily reduce Prestons Road, from Marshland Road to Te Korari Street, to one-
way westbound.  This means traffic travelling east along Prestons Road will need to detour.   

I will be travelling east along Prestons Road, where do I go? 
The detour route will be marked, please follow all signs and directions from our team on site. 

If you are travelling east along Prestons Road you can detour along Marshland Road, Mairehau Road and 
Burwood Road to Prestons Road.   

I am travelling north along Marshland Road, how do I go east on Prestons Road? 
The detour route will be marked, please follow all signs and directions from our team on site. 

Traffic travelling north will need to turn from Marshland Road into Mairehau Road and then follow 
Burwood Road to Prestons Road. 
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I am travelling south along Marshland Road, how do I go east on Prestons Road? 

The detour route will be marked, please follow all signs and directions from our team on site. 

Traffic travelling south will need to detour along Lower Styx Road and Te Korari Street to Prestons Road.  
The current one-way on Lower Styx Road will be reversed to enable this detour. 

Can I turn into Prestons Road from Marshland Road? 
When Prestons Road is temporarily reduced to one-way westbound you will not be able to turn east from 
Marshland Road into Prestons Road 

Can I turn right and left into Prestons Road from Te Korari Street? 
At the Prestons Road and Te Korari Street intersection you will be able to turn left onto Prestons Road and 
travel east, or right onto Prestons Road and travel west. 

The Burwood Road roundabout is busy now, extra traffic will make delays worse. 
We know that at peak times the Burwood Road roundabout is busy.  To help with this, while the detour is 
in place, there will be manual traffic control at the roundabout to help move the traffic through.  However, 
there will be delays at the roundabout, particularly in the morning and evening peak periods, and we ask 
that you leave plenty of time for your journey.  

Why is there manual traffic control at the Burwood roundabout? 

The roundabout at Burwood Road and Mairehau Road is busy, particularly during the morning and evening 
peak periods.  We have our team managing the roundabout at these peak times to help the traffic move 
through.  Even with our team on site, there will be delays at the roundabout. 

The proposed detour for east bound traffic is long and inconvenient 
We understand that the detour route will put pressure on residents travel in and out of the area, and we 
apologise for this.  Unfortunately, there are no shorter alternative detour routes.   

Why can’t you delay the works until a second entrance to Prestons Park is built? 
We delayed the works on Prestons Road by four months to look at options, including a second access to 
Prestons Park from Mairehau Road.  Unfortunately, we couldn’t make any alternative arrangements.  The 
cable installation on Prestons Road is one of the last phases we need to finish, and we need to get these 
essential works done. 

Why do the works take so long? 
To install the new 66kV cable we need to excavate a trench in the road, lay reinforced concrete in the base 
of the trench, install the cable (there are three cables per trench), encase the cable in thermal concrete and 
then backfill the trench and reinstate the road surface.  The cable needs to be installed in long lengths and 
therefore the trench needs to be kept open along the whole way. Our contractor, Isaac Construction will 
have extra crew on the ground and be working longer hours to get these works done as quickly as possible.  
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Can you do the works quicker to shorten the time that Prestons Road is one-way? 
In March this year, we did some more investigation work along Prestons Road to look at ground conditions 
and locate underground services.  This has allowed us to shorten the work time on Prestons Road.  This will 
reduce the time that the detour will be in place.  

We are also planning to have extra crew on the ground and work longer hours to get these works done as 
quickly as possible. 

Will I still be able to access the shops on Prestons Road? 

Yes, you will be able to access the shops during the works.  You can access the shops from Prestons Road if 
you are travelling east bound (via the one-way section).  You will also be able to access the shops from 
Marshland Road.  

Will the bus stop on Prestons Road, opposite the shops, still be open? 
The bus stop outside the substation on Prestons Road will be temporarily closed.  While Prestons Road is 
one-way, the #135 bus will travel north along Marshland Road onto Lower Styx Road and then rejoin its 
normal route on Te Korari Street.  You will be able to catch the bus from the stop on the other side of 
Prestons Road, near the shops. 

Will Bus Route 135 change? 
Yes, bus #135 will not be able to travel east along Prestons Road while we are working. While the one-way 
section is in place bus #135 will travel north along Marshland Road and then onto Lower Styx Road and 
rejoin its normal route on Te Korari Street.  

This will affect four bus stops in particular (#54475, 54447, 54410 and 54013) however details and a map 
will be in place at each bus stop affected to direct passengers. 

Can I still cycle east along Prestons Road? 
On the north side of Prestons Road (adjacent to the worksite) there will be some works happening but 
access will be maintained during work hours and there will be signage in place to direct pedestrians and 
cyclists around our working crews. 

Will I still be able to access my property on Prestons Road? 
During the day, access may be temporarily restricted while we trench past.  We will place metal sheets over 
the trench, so they can access their property.  The team on site will keep in touch with these property 
owners during the works.  

I can’t see anyone working so why have you made Prestons Road one-way? 
To install the 66kV cable, we need to work in long sections to minimise joints in the cable.  On Prestons 
Road, we will be working from the intersection at Marshland Road to the substation near Te Korari Street.  
We could be working at any point along this area.   
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What are the benefits of the work? 
The new Belfast substation on Blakes Road and the new 66kV cable increases the capacity and resilience of 
the local electricity network to service the needs of the fast growing Belfast area.   
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